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The Scholarship Programme of the Armenian 
Communities Department of the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation is  the oldest initiative of the Department, 
with roots going back to 1956. The programme continues 
to have a major impact globally  on the education of 
A rmenian youth and on the field of A rmenian S tudies . 
Its  aim is  to provide support to Armenian and Armenian 
S tudies univers ity  students and researchers .

Scholarships are awarded through a competitive 
selection process to highly  motivated students and 
academically  meritorious young students who are 
best placed to make meaningful contributions to 
the development of their fields of study and to their 
A rmenian communities .

This  report presents the 2020 results  with the following 
s ix  scholarship categories :

1. A rmenian S tudies Scholarship

2 . Short Term Grant for Armenian S tudies

3. Short Term Conference and  Travel G rants to S tudents 
in Armenia

4. Undergraduate S tudies Scholarship

5. Support to Armenian S tudents in Portugal

6 . Emergency Scholarship



Budget 
Implementation 
and Analysis
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The Armenian S tudies Scholarship application 
cycle was open from 2 March to 15 May ; its  aim is  to 
promote research in Armenian S tudies by students and 
researchers of any nationality  pursuing a Master ’s , a 
PhD or a Post Doc in recognized univers ities around 
the world . The scholarship category  is  open to research 
in various disc iplines and subjects , but preference is  
given to modern and contemporary  themes , inc luding 
current issues considered important to the Armenian 
world .  

In 2020, the Department received 49 applications , 26% 
of these applications were sent on the last day and 20% 
on the penultimate day.

1 .  A r m e n i a n  
S t u d i e s  S c h o l a r s h i p  
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a p p l i c a n t s  b y  g e n d e r

The chart below shows the distribution 
of the applicants by gender *.

* The male and female categories of gender identification 
are based on the identification documents of applicants . 

/

8
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  
b y  c o u n t r y  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p

The chart below shows the distribution 
of the applicants by country  of c itizenship.
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In 2020, 16 scholarships were granted to students from 
Armenia, France, Germany, G reece, Lebanon, Turkey, 
the UK , Ukraine, and USA , three of them were for a 
Master ’s  degree, eight for a PhD degree, and five for a 
Post Doc .; scholarship amounts ranged from 3,000 to 
25,000 EUR per year, and three years was the max imum 
period granted.

Decis ions were made on the following criteria :
• E xcellence of application (reference letters , grades , 
etc .).
• Originality  and relevance of topic .
• Gender, geographic , and disc iplinary  balance.
• In deciding the final sums , financial need was taken 
into account, as well as the ex istence of other sources 
of funding.

The chart below shows the distribution of awardees 
by gender.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a w a r d e e s  
b y  g e n d e r
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a w a r d e e s  
b y  c o u n t r y  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p

The chart below shows the distribution 
of awardees by country  of c itizenship.

In addition, five scholarships from 2018 and three from 
2019 were renewed in 2020.
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p s  
b y  d e g r e e /r e s e a r c h  l e v e l

The chart below shows the distribution by research 
level of the 16 new and eight renewals from the previous 
year:



Armenian Studies  
Scholarship  

Expenditure  
(in EUR)

Quantity

The table below shows the total amount spent for the 
Armenian S tudies Scholarship in 2020:

New Scholarships 226,750 16

Renewals 111,000 8

Total 337,750 24

13



14

2 .  S h o r t  T e r m  G r a n t  f o r  
A r m e n i a n  S t u d i e s  

This category  of scholarships was open for applications 
throughout the year; it gives qualified students , 
academics , and researchers in Armenian S tudies 
(outs ide of A rmenia) the possibility  to partic ipate in 
activ ities related to their fields of study, encouraging 
academic interaction and exchange of knowledge and 
ideas . 60 applications were received and evaluated on 
a case-by-case basis , as were the amounts allocated 
and the duration of the grants . Decis ions were based 
on the academic relevance of the proposed events or 
research trips to the candidates’ topics of research, 
their qualifications , the quality  of their proposals , the 
international importance of the conferences/seminars , 
and the letters  of reference received.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a p p l i c a n t s  b y  g e n d e r

The chart below shows the distribution 
of the applicants by gender.



D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  
b y  c o u n t r y  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p

The chart below shows the distribution of 
the applicants by country  of c itizenship:
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In 2020, 25 grant rec ipients were selected, seven of 
which could not use their grant mostly  related to the 
cancelation of events due to the COVID 19 pandemic . 
From the 18 grant awardees selected, 12 were students 
and researchers undertaking research and field 
work trips , five were for courses , and only  one was a 
partic ipant in an international conference.

Moreover, within the framework of the Department ’s  
grants to the Chair of A rmenian S tudies at the Pázmáni 
Péter Catholic Univers ity, five students were given 
scholarships for an Armenian S tudies Master ’s  degree 
at the univers ity, and another five had their scholarship
renewed for the academic year 2020-2021.

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a w a r d e e s  b y  g e n d e r

The chart below shows the distribution of the 
28 awardees by gender.
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a w a r d e e s  
b y  c o u n t r y  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p

The chart below shows the distribution of the 
28 awardees by their eight countries 
of c itizenship:

The table below shows the total amount spent with 
the Short Term Grant for Armenian S tudies in 2020:

Short Term Grant Armenian Studies
Expenditure 
(in EUR)

Quantity

Short Term Grant Armenian S tudies

Master Pázmáni Péter Catholic 
Univers ity

Total

50,838 18

38,000 10

88,838 28
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3 .  S h o r t  T e r m  C o n f e r e n c e  
a n d  T r a v e l  G r a n t s  t o  
S t u d e n t s  i n  A r m e n i a  

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a p p l i c a n t s  b y  g e n d e r

The Short Term Conference and Travel G rants to 
students and young academics in Armenia enable 
qualified students , early-career academics and 
researchers in Armenia to present their work at 
international conferences and workshops abroad, or 
to take part in short duration training programmes , 
encouraging academic interaction and exchange of 
knowledge. Applications were accepted throughout the 
year and the selection was based on the contribution of 
the proposed conference or activ ity  to the candidates’ 
research, on the importance of the event , on the topic 
to be presented, and on the recommendation letters .

In 2020, the Department received 52 applications .

The chart below shows the distribution 
of the applicants by gender:
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  
b y  c o u n t r y  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p
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In 2020, due to the Covid-19 restrictions , only  11 grants 
were awarded to Armenian c itizens for partic ipation 
in conferences or research programmes outs ide of 
A rmenia.

/



Short Term Conference and Trave l Grants
Expenditure 
(in EUR)

Quantity

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a w a r d e e s  b y  g e n d e r

The chart below shows the distribution of 
awardees by gender.

The amounts ranged from 736 to 1,036 EUR , and the 
global expenditure for the 11 scholarships was 10,298 
EUR .

The table below shows the total amount spent for the 
Short Term Conference and Travel G rants in 2020:

Short Term Conference and Travel Grants 10,298 11

20
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4 .  U n d e r g r a d u a t e  S t u d i e s  
S c h o l a r s h i p

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a p p l i c a n t s  b y  g e n d e r

This scholarship category  gives young students of 
A rmenian origin from less developed countries the 
opportunity  to undertake full-time undergraduate 
studies . W ithin this  category, the Department received 
192 applications during the months of April, May, and 
June. 20% of these applications from 15 countries , were 
submitted on the last day, and 15% on the day before 
the deadline .

The chart below shows the distribution 
of the applicants by gender.



D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  
b y  c o u n t r y  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p

The chart below shows the distribution of 
the applicants by country  of c itizenship:

90% of applications were valid, 10% were invalid 
and/or incomplete ; within the valid applications , 
58% presented an average grade of 80% or more.
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The Department selected 48 applications based on merit . 
The amounts of the scholarships ranged from 1,000 to 
4,000 USD per year. The subjects inc luded: Architecture, 
Banking and F inance, B iology, B iotechnology 
Engineering , Business , Chemistry, Computer Sc ience, 
Economics , Education, English Language Teaching , 
English L iterature, Food Engineering , G raphic Design, 
Law, Mathematics , Mechanical Engineering , Medical 
Laboratory, Medic ine, Nurs ing , Pharmacy, Physics , 
Psychology, Speech and Language Therapy, and 
S tomatology.

The chart below shows the distribution 
of the awardees by gender: 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a w a r d e e s  b y  g e n d e r

23



The chart below shows the distribution  
of the awardees by country  of c itizenship:

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a w a r d e e s  b y  
c o u n t r y  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a w a r d e e s  
b y  f i e l d  o f  s t u d y

The chart below shows the distribution 
of the new scholarships by field of study :

In 2020, 41 undergraduate studies scholarships from 
previous years were renewed.

10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 5050

          Education Science    
    &  Teacher Training / 08
   Economics , Management 
              &  Accounting / 07

           A rchitecture, F ine Arts
                          &  Design / 0

               Agriculture & 
   Natural Resources / 0

  Humanities , Secretariat 
            &  Translation / 0

    Law, Social Sc iences &
                    Serv ices / 02

Health / 16

            Physical Education, 
Sports , Performing Arts  / 0

Technologies / 07

Sciences / 04

Total / 44 

/
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In 2014, the Department supported the project 
“Special Education Needs for Children in 
Lebanon”, and in 2015, support was given to the 
Centre for Children with Special Needs in Beirut , 
thus an urgency of the need of experts  who work 
in Special Education was detected. As such, in 
addition to the regular scholarship programme, 
in 2016 the Department launched a different call 
for applications for candidates who wanted to 
pursue studies in Special Education at Lebanese 
univers ities . W ithin this  ex tra call for applications , 
in 2020, four scholarships from 2019 were renewed.

The table below presents the amounts awarded in 
each granting process , as well as the totals  for the 
89 awardees :

Higher Education Scholarship
Expenditure 
(in EUR)

Quantity

Regular Scholarship Programme - New Scholarships 

Regular Scholarship Programme - Rnewals

Special Education Lebanon - Renewals

Total

98 ,140 44

118 .806 41

16 .698 4

233.644 89
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5 .  S u p p o r t  t o  A r m e n i a n  
S t u d e n t s  i n  P o r t u g a l

Within the framework of this  scholarship programme, 
the Department supports  Armenian students enrolled in 
higher education institutions in Portugal. The evaluation 
of the applications was made on a case-by-case basis , 
throughout the year.

In 2020, the Department received five applications for 
this  category. Four of them were from Armenia and one 
from Portugal, three males and two females . A ll were 
awarded a grant within this  scholarship category. Apart 
from this , three grantees from previous years renewed
their scholarships .

The following table shows the amounts spent under 
Support to the Armenian S tudents in Portugal category :

Armenian Students  in Portugal
Expenditure  
(in EUR)

Quantity F M

Undergraduate S tudents - New

Undergraduate S tudents - Renewal

24,400 5 2 3

3 3 0

8 5 3

13,720

38,120Total

27
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6 .  E m e r g e n c y  S c h o l a r s h i p

The aim of this  scholarship category  is  to respond 
to emergency s ituations helping Armenian students 
who face severe cris is , enabling them to continue 
their education within possible limits . In 2020, despite 
all the diff iculties caused by COVID 19 and the Beirut 
port explos ion, the Department did not receive any 
applications under the Emergency Scholarship 
category.

The Armenian Communities Department has also 
been supporting Armenian students from the Middle 
East study ing at univers ities in Armenia, a three-
way partnership between the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation, the Armenian General Benevolent Union 
(AGBU), and the Government of A rmenia (Ministry  
of the Diaspora). S tudents were supported from 
2013 onwards , and in 2020, the total amount of the 
Department ’s  contribution for this  programme was 
23,000 USD.





Concluding  
remarks
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Considering the 358 applications received in 2020, 
the charts  below show the gender and country  of 
c itizenship distribution of the candidates :

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  
2 0 2 0  a p p l i c a n t s  b y  g e n d e r

- 59% of the candidates were female and 41% were 
male .

/
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  2 0 2 0  
a p p l i c a n t s  b y  c o u n t r y  
o f  c i t i z e n s h i p

The chart below shows the 2020 applicants 
by country  of c itizenship:

- From the 26 countries , 44% were from Armenia, 18% 
from Lebanon, 8% from Turkey, 7% from USA , and the 
other 23% distributed by 22 countries .
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R a t i o  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
r e c e i v e d /n e w  s c h o l a r s h i p  
a w a r d e d

The overall percentage of awards in relation 
to the applications received was 29%:

- 29% of the applications received were granted a 
scholarship.

/
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  n e w  
a w a r d e e s  b y  g e n d e r

The following chart shows the distribution of the new 
104 awardees by gender:
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  n e w  
a w a r d e e s  b y  c o u n t r y  
o f  c i t i z e n s h i p

The following chart shows the distribution of the new 
104 awardees by country  of c itizenship:
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In sum, in 2020, the Department awarded 104 new 
scholarships-165 inc luding renewals but exc luding the 
Armenian students receiv ing aid from the emergency 
scholarship envelope administered by the AGBU)-in a 
total amount of 742 ,390 EUR .

The chart below shows the amounts , number of 
scholarships , the gender distribution within each 
scholarship category, and the totals :

F inally, two of the previous Armenian S tudies 
Scholarship awardees and one G lobal E xcellence 
Scholarship awardee from previous years (2016, 2017, 
2018) defended their PhD theses in 2020.

Scholarship  Programme 2021
Expenditure  
(in EUR) Quantity F M

1. A rmenian S tudies Scholarship 

2 . Short Term Grant for Armenian S tudies

3. Short Term Conference and Travel G rants 

4. Undergraduate S tudies Scholarship 

5. Support to Armenian S tudents in Portugal 

6 . Emergency Scholarship 

Phasing out - G lobal E xcellence Scholarship 

Phasing out - Teacher Education Scholarship

Total

337,750 24

28

11

89

8

0

2

3

165

88,838

10,298

233,644

38,120

0

15,000

18 ,740

742 ,390

12 12

17 11

6 5

61 28

5 3

0 0

2 0

2 1

105 60





2020 Lists of 
Awardees*

* The countries mentioned throughout the report signify where the study or 
academic event took place , and not thecountry of orig in of the awardees.
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A p p e n d i x  1   
s c h o l a r s h i p  c a t e g o r y :  
A r m e n i a n  s t u d i e s  
s c h o l a r s h i p

1.  S amue l Chakmak jian ,  MA ,  
Modern trends in subordination among Western 
Armenian speakers in Diaspora , Institut National 
des Langues et C iv ilisations Orientales , France

2 .  K evo rk  Laz a r ian ,  MA ,  
Armenian language and contemporary  literature , 
Institut National des Langues et C iv ilisations 
Orientales , France

3.  Na re  S ahak yan ,  MA ,  
Kant in Soviet Armenian art history , 
American Univers ity  of Beirut , Lebanon

1.  A n i A pyan ,  PhD,
Equitable Access to Tertiary  Education in Armenia , 
C laremont Graduate Univers ity, USA

2 .  A ram Ghoogas ian ,  PhD,
History  of A rmenian Print Culture in the Middle 
Decades of the 19th Century, 
Princeton Univers ity, USA

3.  A rev  Papaz ian ,  PhD,  
Environmental Governance , Political Subjectivities
and Citizen-State Relations in Post-Velvet Revolution 
Armenia , Central European Univers ity, Austria 

4 .  Ju liana  Pa rs ,  PhD,  
The influence of traditional Armenian art 
on that of the Armenian Diaspora ,
Univers ity  of Ox ford, UK

5 .  B ogdan Pav lish ,  PhD,  
cultural exchange and knowledge transmission in the 
Armenian Diaspora of Poland-Lithuania in the 17th-18th 
centuries , Northwestern Univers ity, USA

6 .  Hasm ik  S a rgsyan ,  PhD,  
Persian, Arabic and Turkic loanwords 
in Armenian tex ts from the 17th-early  19th c ., 
J .W. Goethe-Univers ity, Germany

S t u d y  l e v e l :  
M a s t e r ’ s  D e g r e e

S t u d y  l e v e l :  
P hD



40

7.  P ie t ro  S hak a r ian ,  PhD,  
Anastas Mikoyan: an Armenian reformer 
in Khrushchev ’s Kremlin, 
The Ohio S tate Univers ity, Columbus , USA

1.  Onde r  Ce lik ,  Pos t  Doc ,
Hunting for Armenian Treasure in the  
Post-Genocide Landscape ,  
Forum Transregionale S tudien Berlin, Germany

2 .  K a ren Ja lla t y an ,  Pos t  Doc ,
The Armenian Diaspora: an intellectual history, 
Pázmány  Péter Catholic University , Hungary

3.  Nanor  K eb ran ian S tep ien ,  Pos t  Doc ,
The Holocaust and its Others in Contemporary   
German Education and in Comparative European 
Perspective with a particular focus on the 
Armenian Genocide , Nanyang Technological 
Univers ity, S ingapore

1.  Eb ru  A sa l,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , summer course, Italy  

2 .  L ila  B amouk ian ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , practicum, Lebanon

3.  Dz av y  B ila lian ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , diploma course, France  

4 .  Rena  Lus in  B itmez ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research trip, various    

5 .  Emma Chook as z ian ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research trip, France

6 .  Me r i Tek  Dem ir,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , conference, UK
 
7.  S a lah A bde l A z iz  Mahgoub  Ed r is ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research trip, USA

S t u d y  l e v e l :  
P o s t  D o c

A p p e n d i x  2   
S c h o l a r s h i p  C a t e g o r y :   
S h o r t  T e r m  G r a n t  f o r  
A r m e n i a n  S t u d i e s  
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8 .  S tas  Gore lik ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research trip, A rmenia

9 .  Gayane  G r igo r yan ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , course, Germany  

10 .  S evan Hab ib ,   
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research trip, Lebanon 
and Armenia

11.  Mk r t ich Ha ru t y unyan ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , publication of artic les , 
Portugal

12 .  S uz an Mer y em Ros ita  K a lay c i,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research trip, France  

13 .  Z ak a r  K ech ich ian ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , course, A rmenia

14 .  A ra z  K o jayan ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research, Lebanon

15 .  No ra  Les se rsohn ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research, USA

16 .  A nah it  Ma rga r yan ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research trip, Spain

17.  Ma rco  Mars il i ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research trip, A rmenia

18 .  Ta lin  Suc iyan ,  
Short Term Armenian S tudies , research, Germany 

S c h o l a r s h i p  r e c i p i e n t s  f o r  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  P á z m á n y  
P é t e r  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
B u d a p e s t ,  M a s t e r ’s  c o u r s e  
i n  A r m e n i a n  S t u d i e s :  
2 0 19 -2 0 2 0  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  
r e n e w a l s

1.  Zhak  A nd reasyan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

2 .  A ra  K az a r yan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s
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1.  Vo lod ya  Lobyan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

2 .  D iana  Ghaz a r yan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

3.  Gevo rg  G r igo r yan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

4 .  L il i t  Mnats ak anyan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

5 .  K ima  S a r ibek yan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

A r m e n i a n  s t u d i e s  
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  M A

3.  K ima  S a r ibek yan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

4 .M ila  Tsa t r yan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

5 .  Irena  Tovmasyan ,  MA ,  A rmen ian S tud ie s

A P P E ND I X  3
S c h o l a r s h i p  c a t e g o r y :
s h o r t  t e r m  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  
t r a v e l  g r a n t s  t o  s t u d e n t s  
i n  A r m e n i a

1.  Ma r iy a  A ntonosyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant,  
research trip, Germany

2 .  S onya  A rmaghanyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant ,  
workshop, the Netherlands

3.  Hay k  E .  Hak obyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant , 
conference, Russia

4 .  Hak ob  Ha ru t y unyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant , 
observership, USA

5 .  A nd ran ik  Is ray e lyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant , 
workshop, UK
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6 .  Ma r iam Mazmanyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant ,  
research trip, Switzerland

7.  V ik to r ya  V.  Me lk onyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant ,  
research trip, Germany

8 .  Oubab  Muhammed  Ms llam ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant ,  
conference, UAE

9 .  A r lina  S a rgsyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant ,  
research trip, Egypt

10 .  Hay k  A .  Smbat yan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant ,  
research trip, A rmenia

11.  A s tgh ik  S oghoyan ,
Short Term Conference and Travel G rant ,  
research trip, Egypt

A P P E ND I X  4
S c h o l a r s h i p  c a t e g o r y :
U n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s  
s c h o l a r s h i p

1.  Na r ine  Ohannes  A b roum ian ,  B A ,  
Haigaz ian Univers ity, Lebanon

2 .  Nay ra  A k ava f yan ,  B A ,  
Bogaz ic i Univers ity, Turkey

3.  Joseph A lak ach ,  B A ,  
American Univers ity  of A rmenia, A rmenia

4 .  S evada  A ndon ian ,  B A ,  
Haigaz ian Univers ity, Lebanon

5 .  Nanor  A ntabe lian ,  B A ,  
Lebanese International Univers ity, Lebanon

6 .  K a rn i Aya r yan ,  B A ,  
International Univers ity  Sc ience Technology,  
Middle East
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7.  Meghr y  B asma jian ,  B A ,  
Haigaz ian Univers ity, Lebanon
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